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Citation Revised Rule Provision Comments 
New Threshold 
Requirement 
§112.1(d)(2)(i) and 
(ii) 

A facility which stores greater than 1,320 gallons aboveground or 
greater than 42,000 gallons completely buried is required to prepare 
a Plan. Note: USTs subject to all of the technical requirements of 40 
CFR §280/281 are exempt from the threshold calculation. 

The single container capacity of 660 
gallons is eliminated in the threshold 
determination. 

Underground 
Storage Tanks 
(UST) 
§112.1(d)(2)(i) and 
§112.1(d)(4) 

Completely buried tanks subject to all of the technical requirements 
under 40 CFR §280/281 and permanently closed USTs are not 
required to comply with SPCC provisions. The facility diagram 
must include completely buried tanks, which are exempt from 
§112.1(d)(4). 

Previously all USTs were subject to 
the SPCC provisions once the 
facility met any or one of the SPCC 
threshold requirements. 

Establishes 
Minimum 
Container Size 
§112.1(d)(5) 

A de minimus container capacity size of 55 gallons or more is 
established to determine aboveground storage capacity.  All 
containers with a capacity less than 55 gallons are exempt from the 
rule. 

Previously all containers were 
considered to be subject to SPCC 
provisions regardless of size. 

Treatment 
§112.1(d)(6) 

Excludes any facility or part thereof from the rule if used exclusively 
for wastewater treatment. 

The production, recovery or 
recycling of oil is not considered 
wastewater treatment. 

SPCC Plan 
Preparation 
§112.1(f) 

The Regional Administrator (RA) has the authority to require a 
facility, regardless of exemptions, to prepare an SPCC Plan. 

This authority will be exercised on a 
case-by-case basis. 

New definitions 
§112.2 

Alteration, breakout tank, bulk storage container, bunkered tank, 
completely buried tank, contiguous zone, facility, partially buried 
tank, permanently closed container, production facility, repair, SPCC 
Plan, and storage capacity. 

Person and spill event have been 
removed from the list. Note: a 
harmful discharge is described in 40 
CFR §110. 

Certain Oil-Filled 
Equipment 
(Operational use of 
Oil) §112.2 

Certain oil-filled equipment does not need to meet the requirements 
for bulk storage containers §112.8, however, they do need to meet 
other provisions of the SPCC rule including secondary containment 
as described in §112.7(c). 

The preamble includes a discussion 
on p.47054 & 47060. 

PE Certification 
§112.3(d) 

*Dates extended – 
see comments. 

In order to be in compliance with the provisions of this part, the PE 
must attest to the following: 

i. That he is familiar with 40 CFR 112; 
ii. The P.E. or his agent has visited and examined the 

facility; 
iii. The Plan has been prepared in accordance with good 

engineering practice, including consideration of 
industry standards and the requirements of the rule; 

iv. Procedures for required inspections and testing have 
been implemented; and 

v. The Plan is adequate for the facility. 

For facilities operational on or 
before August 16, 2002, the Plan 
must be amended on or before 
August 17, 2004 and implemented 
by February 18, 2005 and the PE 
Certification must include these new 
attestations. *The dates have been 
extended in the Federal Register 
published April 17, 2003. 

Plan Location 
§112.3(e)(1) 

The owner/operator must maintain a complete copy of the Plan at the 
facility if the facility is normally attended at least 4 hours per day. 

Previously required for facilities 
attended 8 hours per day. 

Spill Notification 
to EPA §112.4 

Whenever the facility has a discharge [as described in §112.1(b)] 
greater than 1,000 gallons of oil or two discharges of more than 42 
gallons of oil occurring within any 12 month period the facility must 
submit information regarding the spill as described in §112.4(a)(1) 
through (a)(9) to the RA. 

The SPCC Plan does not need to be 
submitted unless requested by the 
RA. Previously, the Plan was 
submitted to the RA as part of the 
reporting requirement. 

Five Year Review 
Documentation 
§112.5(b) and 5(c) 

The period in which an owner or operator is required to review and 
evaluate the SPCC Plan changes from 3 years to 5 years. 

This review/evaluation does not 
require a Professional Engineer (PE) 
Certification.  Any technical 
changes do require a PE 
Certification. 
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C itatio n R evise d  R ule  P ro visio n C om m e n ts 
A ltern ative 
For m a ts 
§ 112.7 

Th e  P lan  m u st  b e in  w ritin g  and  if th e  P lan  do es no t fo llo w th e 
sequence  sp ecified in  the  ru le  a  cross-reference m u st be provid ed . 
A n  exam ple of  an  ad equate  cross-reference  is provid ed on pp. 
47050-47051 of  th e pream ble. 

Th e o w n er/o perato r  m ay  u se an  In tegrated 
C ontin gency  P lan  (IC P ) or  a  state  equivalent 
P lan  w ith a cro ss-referen ce. 

S pill H istory 
P reviou sly § 1 1 2.7(a) 

T his re q uire m e nt ha s  be en elim inate d.  Th e previous  ru le 
required a  sp ill history fo r  all  repo rtab le discharges  in cluding 
co rrective  actions  and preven tio n m easures. 

Facility  R esponse P lan s  (F R P s)  are  still 
required to  in clud e  a  sp ill history. 

T ech nic al W aive rs 
§ 112.7(a)(2 ) 

W h ere the  fa cility  d o es n o t  con fo rm w ith th e  SP C C p ro vision s  th e 
fa cility m ust state the reason  for the  nonconform an ce  an d  d escrib e, 
in detail,  altern ate  m ethods  to  achieve  equivalent  en vironm en tal 
protection. 

T his  w aiver  does not  ap ply to any 
seco n dary contain m e nt re q uirem ents. 

F acility  D iag ra m 
§ 112.7(a)(3 ) 

Th e facility is  n o w  req u ired  to p rep are  a  fa cility  d iagram , w h ich 
in clud es  th e lo catio n an d  co n ten ts  o f each co n tain er, tran sfer 
stations  and connectin g pipes. 

Th e facility m u st  also list all exem p t  U S Ts 
and asso ciated  piping. 

Im p ractica bility 
Claim § 112.7 (d ) 

W h en not practicab le  to  install  secondary  containm en t,  th en  th e 
P lan  m u st  explain w h y  and conduct period ic  in tegrity  testin g  fo r 
bulk  containers  and leak  testin g  of valves and piping. 

F acilities  m u st  still p rep are  a  stron g o il 
contingency plan  fo llo w ing 40  C F R § 10 9 an d 
a  w ritten co m m itm en t of  resources  to  respond 
an d clean up a disch arge. 

B usiness  R e cor ds 
§ 112.7(e)  and 
§ 112.8(c)(6 ) 

A n ow ner/operato r  m ay use usual  and cu stomary busin ess  reco rd s 
to  satisfy th e reco rd  keep in g  req u irem en ts  fo r in sp ectio n s, 
secondary  co ntainm en t drainage even ts  and in tegrity  testin g. 

N P D E S  storm  w ater bypass  re co rd s  in 
acco rd an ce  w ith § 122.41(j)(2 )  and 
122.41(m )(3 ) would satisfy  th e  requirem ents 
fo r rain w ater d rain age reco rd s. 

Em ploy ee Train ing 
§ 112.7(f) 

M andates  th at training  is  required only  fo r oil-hand ling  em ployees. Th e  ru le  also  sp ecifies  su gge sted  topics  and 
requires  an nu al  training. 

B rittle  F racture 
E valuatio n 
§ 112.7(i) 

Th e  ru le  requires  evaluations  fo r  field constructed aboveground 
storage  containers  undergoing  repair,  alteration,  reconstruction or 
ch an ge in  service. 

Th is  is  a new requirem ent  triggered by  th e 
Ashland O il  tank  co llapse  in 1988. 

Integrity T esting 
P er In du stry 
Stan dards 
§ 112.8(c)(6 ) 

A fu rth er clarificatio n  o f th e  p revio u s requ irem ent. F acilities  m u st 
test  aboveground co ntainers  fo r  in tegrity on a  regu lar  schedule 
co m b in in g  visu al  in sp ections with  an other  testin g  technique  su ch  as 
h yd ro static  o r  no n -d estru ctive  sh ell th ickn ess testin g. 

A list of organizations  w h ich m a y be help fu l 
in  th e  id entification and explan ation of 
in du stry  stan d ard s are in clud ed on  p . 47 05 8 
of  th e pream b le. 

Seco nd ary 
Con tain m e nt
onsh ore 
N on-pr oduction 
§ 112.8(c)(2 ) 
pr od uction 
facilities 
§ 112.9(c)(2 ) 

C larifies that p ro du ction  facilities  m ust en su re secondary 
containm en t has  su fficient  freeboard  to  allo w  fo r precipitation.  To 
d eterm in e “su fficien t freeboard ”  fo r p recipitation  w e su ggest a s  a 
gu id elin e  th e  am ount necessary  to  contain precip itation fro m  a 25-
year, 24-hour  storm  even t. 

Th e previous  ru le did  no t  sp ecify  an 
allo wance fo r precipitation w as  required  fo r 
production facilities. 

N ew  F or m at/P lain 
Lang u ag e 

In clu d ed  are n ew  sectio n s fo r d ifferen t typ es o f fa cilities an d  n ew 
subparts  fo r differen t  types of oils .  Th e  ru le has been written in  a 
plain language  fo rm at  to  m ake  it clearer  and easier  to use. 

R eq u irem en ts  fo r  th e SP C C P lan are in clu d ed 
in  S ection s §112.7-§112.15 . 

S ho uld  to  S hall to 
M u  st 

Th e use of “shall”  to  rep lace “shou ld ”  w as proposed  to  clarify  th e 
m isunderstanding  th at  th e  regu lation is not  a  gu id elin e  bu t th at  th e 
provisions  are  requirem ents  to be im plem en ted.  It was  later 
ch an ged  to “mu st”  to  m ake  the re q u irem en t clearer. 

In an  edito rial  ch an ge “shall”  w as later 
ch an ged  to “mu st” to  fo llo w th e plain 
langu age  o b jectives  fo r th e revise d ru le. 
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